 Forwardueſs in venturing ay 


for his Memory; and to a Defire 
of giving the beft Proof I am able 


T O 


Mrs. CLEMENTS. 


gationt to the Deceas'd, 
will be fo kind as to rmpute my 


plats Diſcourſe to the Preſs, ta 
an overflowing Love and Zeal 


that my Senſe of Gratitude does 


me equally to ) bi Relations, tho 


Herhumſelf i is now no more. 
A2 


As 


_— 


Witneſs of my Obliga- 


uot dye with my Friend, but binds 


8 7 
umme 1 Ne es of 


ErisrLE DepicaTtory. 


As to the Cenfures I may bap- 


pen to incur by it from the Bas. 


them flfficiently ballancd, if a 
Line thro the whole ſhould be a 
Means of comributing the leaft 
Mleviation to — Trouble and 
Grief... 

the Subj if m — * 
capable-of — Conjola- 
ple, ſhould apph is to your ſelf 
who, in the midſt of your Ser- 
rows, muſt neceſſarily reflect, 
wand He f 15 aGamer Sythe 
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lict, I aſſure you I ſhall think 


cmiſtance t, entirely to put an the 
Philoſopher or Divine. But yet 


your Affection for the Memory of 
that Friend you lament, ſpould 


make you cautious of indulging 700 
immoderate a Grief. He bas 
left to your Care two dear Pledg- 
es of bis Love, to whom ſure it is 
Misfortune enough to be Father- 
leſs ſo ſoon : And yet you muſt 
imagine, that ſhould any freſb 
Accident make them Motherleſs 
too, it would be a ſad and inex- 
pre ſſible Addition to their Loſs. 
The beſt Teftimony therefore you 
can give of your Regard to Ham, 
„ is 


— 
1 
== 


wed 3 N Deatb bender fo 
Precious and valuable, that Id t 
uno any better Office can be done 
his Family, than to pray for 
the Comtinuance of i 1. In which 


Your moſt Sincere, 


and very Humble Servant. 


A SER- 


— 


l 


the Death of the innocent and beloved Infant. 
However, the Wiſdom of God having other- 


SERMON, Se. 


2 Sam. xii vartofthe 3 
I ſhall go to him, but be ſhall 


not return to me. 
9 HE occalion of theſe Words was 


N the Death of the Child which David 
nad born to him by the Wife of 

= Uriah : The Royal Prophet, it ſeems, 
had by Faſting and Prayer carneſtly intreated 
God to be gracious, and not puniſh his Sin in 


wiſe determin'd; He, who while the Child 
was living thought a Habit of Penitence and 


Sorrow very well became him, upon the News 
of its Death, changes the Temper of his Mind 


with his Habit: Submits himſelf cheerfully to 
the Will of God, and wich great Preſence and 
Compoſure of Mind cries out, I ſhall go to him, 
but he ſhall not return to me. Sceing then it 
is neither Fineneſs of Wit, nor the Advantages 

B the 


C23 
the Wiſdom of Age, nor the Innocence of 
Youth can ſecure us from the Grave; it is not 
only the Duty of Chriſtians frequently to retire 
into themſelves, and look thro the Horrors of 
the Grave to that Immortal Life that is beyond 
it; but is certainly a very becoming part in them 
to withdraw their affections from this World 
betimes ; and gracefally reſign all thoſe Orna- 


certainly ſtrip them of. Fot what mighty mat- 
ter is it if we do thus die daily to a wicked and 


ill-natured World, when we are aſſured of living 


forever in a much better State ? | 
Now tho' no time can be improper for us to 


learn this great Duty of dying well, and to medi- 
tate on that endleſs State of Happineſs or Miſery 


whichDeath will tranflate us into; yet I think one | 


very ſeaſonable time is, when the ſad Remains of 
our dear Friends or Relations lie before us: For 
it is by this Sadneſs of the Countenance the Heart 
is made better; and tho we cannot fo wholly 


govern our Paſſions but Nature will have vent, 


and Diſcharge in part the Fulneſs of her Affe- 


and Sadneſs it may give us to part with our 
to us any more; ſhould it not on the other hand 
inſpire us with Joy, and Courage, and Serenity 
| of 


Qions in a flow of Tears; yet whatever of Grief 


AY 
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ſhould not only be turned into A ſbes, but his 


Apparel, and came into the Houſe of the Lord 


(3) 
of Mind, that we {hall go to them, tho' they 
ſhall not return to us? I ſhall go to him, &c. 

By which Phraſe, I ball go to him, we can- 


noe ſappoſe that holy Devid meant nothing 
more than that he ſhould ſhortly die, and his 


while his Body lay mouldring in the ſilent Grave; 
much leſs did he believe that he ſhould hereaf- 
ter be as if he had never been, and that his Body 


Spirit vaniſh into ſoft Air. For what Comfort 
could he have had in this gloomy Doctrine of 
Annihilation, at the mention of which the Soul 
is ſcized with a Trembling and Dread? And 
how is this to be reconciled with his calm, and 
compos d, and refign'd Behaviour > Who when 
the Child was dead, aroſe from the Earth, and 
waſhed and anointed himſelf, and changed his 


and worſhiped? Methinks were there no other 
Life after this, we could not with any tolerable 
Patience reſign our Friends and Relations to the 
mercileſs, devouring Grave: We could not 
without the utmoſt Pangs of Grief and Sadneſs, 
ſuffer thoſe Delights of our Eyes, our Children, 
to be torn from us. We may conclude then 
from the manner of holy David's expreſſing 
himſelf upon hcaring of his Son's Death, and 
| B 2 | his 


(45 = 


his devout and humble Behaviour hereupon ; 
that he believed the Doctrine of the Immortality 
of the Soul, and its Exiſtence in a ſeparate 
State from the Body, ſo as to be ſenſible of 
Pleaſure and Pain, Happineſs and Miſery. For 
this Opinion generally was receiv'd by the Je- 
28. and the wiſeſt of the Geri, World. 

1f, As tothe Gentiles : They could not but 
diſcover by the Light of Reaſon an eſſential Dif. 
ference betweenGood and Evil : and from thence 


they inferred that Rewards were due to the one, 
and Puniſhments to the other ; and according- 
as they behaved themſelves in relation to the 


| Rules of Good and Evil, fo were their Hopes 
and Fears. T heir natural Conſcience, ſays St. 
Paul, bearing them Witneſs, and their Thoughts 
within them either arcuſing or excuſing one 
another. The Gonſciouſneſs of Virtue and 
Goodneſs filled their Minds with preſent Com- 
placency and oy, and a Hope that there might 
de a happy State hereafter. The Conſciouſnels 
of any Crime, tho committed with the greateſt 
Secrecy, filled them with Anxiety and Diſcom- 
poſure of Mind, and a Dread of what was to 
come. And theſe were ſuch plauſible Conje- 
ctures for the Souls Immortality and Exiſtence 
In a ſeparate State from the Body, that the Di- 
vue Plato among the Greeks ſuppos d that 
the 
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he would never depart from ſo comfortable an 
Opinion. And though Chriſtians do not, with 
the Platonifts, attribute ſuch an Immortality to 
the Soul as implicth a Neceſſity of Exiſtence, 
becauſe in this ſenſe neither are the Angels 
themſelves immortal, but God himſelf; who, 
as St. Paul expreſſes it, only hath Immortality : 
Yet I mention their Sentiments, to ſhew the 
near Agrcement there is between Scripture, and 
the moſt refined Philoſophy. But to proceed : 
As the Heathens did generally believe the Soul's 
Exiftence in a ſeparate State ; fo they conjec- 
tur d that in the Regions of departed Spirits there 
were diſtinct Receptacles for good and bad Men: 
That the Good were tranſlated hence into the 
Joys of Ehfam, there to converſe with their 
old virtuous Friends and Acquaintance; but that 
the Wicked were ſentenc d by Minos, the Judge 
of the Dead, to exceſſive Pains and Labours. I 
might add farther upon this Head, that the Ido- 
latries of the Pagens themſelves is an Argu- 
ment that they believed the Soul's Immortality: 
Their Gods being no other than dead Men and 


People, and worſhiped with Divine Honours 
| and 


(6) 
and Religious Ceremonies. Now the leaſt that 
can be inferred from this is, that they believ d 
Death, and had an Exiſtence when ſeparated 
. 


* As to the Fews. They had not only 


the Evidence of Reaſon in this matter, which 


was common to them with the reſt of Man- 
kind; Bur all the Arguments from natural Light 
were confirm d by the Moſaical Diſpenſation. 
The Account Moſes gave of the Creation of 


af the Soul, becauſe it was not made of Matter, 
or the Duſt of the Earth, as the Body was, but 
of the Breath of God : That it had a ncar Re- 
ſemblance to the Divinc Nature in Purity and 
Spirituality, as being the Image of God, which 
Was a ſtronger Argument of its ſpiritual and im- 
ml Hamer thin: any baſtrence from natu- 
ral Reaſon. Add to this, they were able to 
trace the Doctrine of the Souls Immortality 
from Abraham to Adam, from whom it deſ- 
cended to their Progenitors : That they had 
ſeen many Inſtances of Gods Wiſdom and Pro- 
vidence in puniſhing the Wickedneſs of the ear- 
ly Agcs of the World, and in rewarding good 
Men 


Man, aſſured the J7etus of the Divine Original 
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had a Shadow of good things to come, and 
from the general Promiſes of God to good Men, 


(7) 


Men with viſible Marks of his Favour and Kind- 


neſs; as in the Cafe of Enoch and Elac, who 
were tranſlated into Heaven without dying, in 
an extraordinary manner ; and had particular 
Marks of God's Favour and Preſence among 
them in a continued Serics of Miracles, where- 
by he brought them out of the Land of Egype 
into the Poſſeſſion of the promisd Land: All 


which Proofs of a Providence facilitate the Be- 


lief of a future State. But farther : The eus 
had ftrong Preſumptions from their Law, which 


that he would be their God after Death, that 


there was another and better Life after this ; 
upon which moſt of them firmly belicyd it. 
1 Gay moſt of them: For though the Sadducees 
did not, yet this was from preſent Heat of 
' Oppoſition: to the Phariſees, and their mi- 
taking that famous Saying of their Maſter A. 
doc, That Men ought to be virtuous though 


there were no Rewards and Puniſhments after 
this Life : And it is certain the more Men ex- 


celłd in Virtue and Goodneſs, the more ear- 
neſtly they beliey'd and hoped for a future and 
better State. H 


ereupon the Divine Author to 


the Hebrews, i. e. thoſe eus who were con- 


yerted to Chriſtianity, gives us a Catalogue of 
thoſe 


(8) 
thoſe illuſtrious Perſons (sf whom, ſays he, the 
Mord was not worthy) whoſe vigorous Belicf 
E _ them innacent and holy in this, and cnabled 
| them for the fake of it to endure all the Mi- 
ſeries of human Life, with holy Patience, and 
Joy, and Perſeverance, and thankſgiving; and 


dom and Goodneſs of God to us-ward > For 
theſe, ſays the Apoſtle, obtained 4 good Report ; 
i. e. were acceptable through Faith, but recerued 
not the Promiſe. God having provided ſome 


mot be made perfect. Accordingly the Chriſtian 
Evidence for another Life is much greater than 
"what the World ever had before: And the 
Grace of God, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, hath now 
appeared to all Men, in that he hath ſent his 


_ San Jeſus Chriſt into the World, who hatb 


brought Life and Immortality to Light through 
the Goſpel. The Gentiles, as we have ſeen, 


another Life after this; and the Fews had very 
adumbrate and ſhadow out the good things to 


up into Certainty and Aſſurance by the Revela- 


Nature 


yet behold and admire the Riches of the WiF 


better thing for us, that they without us ſhould = 1 


had ſome imperfect Notices and Conjectures of 


come; but theſe Conjectures are now cleared 


don of the Goſpel which fully ſets forth the | 
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Pan, Adds xvii. 3 1. hath appointed a Day in 


_ ©») 


Nature and Duration of the Rewardsand Puniſh- 


ments of the next Life, And God, faith St. 


which he will judge the World by that Man 
whom he hath ordain d, whereof he hath given 
Aſſurances unto all Men, in that he hath raiſed 
him from the dead. The Reſurrection of Je- 


fas Chriſt from the dead is an undoubted Proof 


of his Divinc Authority as a Prophet, and of 
his infinite Power as the Son of God ; becauſe 
having rais d himſelf from the dead, he cannot 
want Power to raiſe us. But to what purpoſe 
ſhould we riſc again, but to ſharc in Rewards 
and Puniſhments of the next Life, according 
to the Merits of our Behaviour in this? And 
with what Wiſdom and Juſtice they will be di- 
ſtributed, we may learn from our Sayiour's own 
Mouth; who aſſures us, Jabm v. 28, 29. That 
the Hour is coming, in which all that are in 
the Graves ſhall hear his Voice and come forth; 
they that haue done Good unto the Reſurrection 
of Life, and they that have done Evil unto 
the Reſurrectian of Danmation : And that the 
Wicked ſball go into everlaſting Puniſhment , 
but the Righteous into Life eternal, Matth. 
XXV. 46. 

Having thus eſtabliſſrd the Dofrine of the 
Souls Immortality, and its Exiſtence in a ſepa- 

C rate 


(16) 
rate State from the Body, 1 come now todraw 
ſome uſeful Improvements from the whole, and 
fo conclude. And, 

1/, It ſhould teach us to prefer the Intereſts 
of our Souls before all the Advantages of this 
Care in this matter, I might urge to you the 
Dignity and Worth of the Soul; that it is the 
Breath of God, made in his Image, a neat Re- 
ſemblance of the Spirituality and Purity of his 
Divine Narute, and is by him endowed with 
Capacitics of being immortally happy. I might 


farther urge the infinite Value ſet upon it by 


the whole Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt ; 
for the Father of his infinite Mercy gave the 


it, and the Holy Ghoſt continually waiteth up- 
on us with Tenders of Grace and Salvation. 
Theſe, I fay, are ſuch Arguments as might be 
pertinently inſiſted on to engage you to ſome 
Care of your immortal Souls. But to put to you 
the Queſtion of our Saviour, Matth. xvi. 26. 
What is a Man profited, if he ſhall gain the 
whole World, and loſe his own Soul? or what 
Pall a Man give in exchange for his Soul? 
Where, we may obſerve, the more effectually 
to diſcoyer the Folly of Mens cndangering the 
Loſs of their Souls, upon any wordly Proſpects 
| whatever, 
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He ſuppoſes a Sinner by ſuch a Loſs might gain 
the whole World, and have all the Wealth, 
and Honours, and Pleaſures of it entirely at his 


Command: And yet upon this improbable, or 


rather indeed impoſſible, Suppoſition, he gives 
us to underſtand that ſuch an one would be very 


far from a Gainer, nay would be infinitely a 
Loſer by the Bargain; becauſe a Soul loſt, in 

our Saviour's Senſe, is loſt irrecoverably and for 
ever: Loſt to the Senſe of Happineſs and Joy, 
yet ever preſent to the Senſe of Miſery and Pain; 
having no Period to its Duration, yet continu- 
ally periſhing in the moſt painful and afflicting 
Circumſtances ; or, as the Apoſtle expreſſes it, 
it is to be puniſbed with everlaſting Deſtruttion 


from the Preſence of the Lord, and the Glory 


of his Power. And yet notwithſtanding the 
Soul may be loſt in this dreadful Senſe, ſuch is 
the infinite Fally of ambitious, worldly-minded 
and yoluptuous Perſons, that they will barter 
their immortal Souls for the empty Honours, 


uncertain Wealth, and momentary Pleaſures of 


this World ! Such too is their prodigious Guilt, 
that they ſet little or no Value on that Soul 
which the Son of God vouchſafed to redeem, 


daut prefer Time to Eternity, unſatisfying Ho- 


C3 nours 


„ 
nours to true Glory, periſhing Treaſures to d 
rable Poſſeſſions, and momentary Joys to ver- 


ſtian Magnanimity of Spirit counts al thangs 
but Dung to win Chriſt ; theſe, on the contra- 
ry, count the excellent Knowledge of Chrift 
Jeſus but Dung, ſo they may gain al things. 
But as for us, my Brethren, let us not purſue 
the Advantages of this Life by any indirect Me- 
thods, to the great Hazard of our Souls in the 
next : For the trueſt Wiſdom is to be wiſe for 
Eternity, as well as the time preſent; and hat- 
ever becomes of the ſhort-liv'd Happineſs of this 
World, to ſecure to our ſelves the Favour of 


God, and the everlaſting Happineſs of the other. 


Let us then take up holy Fo#'s Reſolution, 0 
| bold faſt our Integrity, and not let it go; that 
Conſcience may be our Comfort here, and 
Crown hereafter. Let us walk by Faith, and 
not by Sight, and then, by God's Grace, we 
may fo paſs thro things temporal, that we final- 
ly loſe not the things which be cternal, 
 2dh, It ſhould wean our Affections from this 
World. Methinks, ſays a Heathen Philoſopher, 
there is a Satiety of Living, and when the 
 Governour of the World calls upon us, we 
ſhould quit Life with the ſame Cheerfulneſs 
 #hat we riſe from Table after a full Meal. 
However, 
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However, let us ſuppoſe the ambitious Perſon 
to have gain d the Pinnacle of Preferment, and 
priding himmſeif in full-blown Honours: The 
ing to the Gold, Thos art my Hope, and tothe 
fine Gold, Thou art my Confidence : The vo- 
luptuous Man, revelling in the vain Delights 
of the Sons of Men, and faying to his Soul, 
T ake thine Eaſe, eat, drink and be merry : Nay 
farther, let us ſuppoſe the things of this World 
to be what they are not, certain in Poſſeſſion, 
and ſatisfactory in the Enjoyment: Vet how 
ſtrangely does it damp our Joys to think, theſe 
Advantages are but temporary, theſe Delights 
are but for a Seaſon, for the Faſhion of this 
World paſſeth away? or if theſe Delights would 
continue with us, we cannot ſtay long with 

However this, by the way, may convince us, 
World were never defign'd for our true Happi- 
neſs; for whatever is fo, muſt be commentſh. 
rate to the immortal Duration of the Soul, and 
that no worldly Good is. Who then will ſbe 
us any Good Why, let us withdraw our AF. 
World, and fix them upon God ; who, as he 
created the Soul, is alone able to fill her Ca- 


(14 ) 


HappineG. He is the infinite ſupreme Good, 


— oy, at thy right hand ave Phew 
fares for evermore. 
34%, Ir ſhould comfort us under the Lo 
and Death of Friends. I fball go to him, tho 
be ſhall not return to me. That the dead re- 
turn not again to us, I need not go about to 
prove : The Loſs of our Parents and Friend 
who have taken an eternal Farewel of this 
World, are a ſufficient Proof of that. For 
tho the Widow of Nas Son was reſtored 
Sack aferkeving been cheee Days inthe Grave, 
yet this was only to evidence our Lord's Divini 
reaſon to expect the like again. But that we 
to us, this methinks ſhould inſpire us with a 
de only as ſorrowful, (ac Avrenau, the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks of his Troubles by way of Diminutian) 
but akways rejoicmmg. We are ſarrowſul to 
have parted with our Friends, but ſhould it not 
be 


pacities, and fatisfy her immortal Deſires of 
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and Goodneſs of our Lives made God our 
Friend, we could not but be very miſerable ; 


(15) 


de matter of rejoicing that our parting is but 


for a while; that we ſhall ſoon meet again, and 
live forever in an immortal arid better State 
for that I obſeryd was the proper Notion of 
the Phraſe, I ſhall go fo him. But we arc 
forry becauſe they died young: Why fo 2 they 
had already taſted the ſweeteſt and beſt part of 
Life; nay the Flower of it, and are remoy'd by 
Death from the Miſeries and Evils of a naughty 
and vain World, and the Inquictudes and Sor- 
rows which old Age generally brings with it. 
no more than we expected; and Men don't uſe 
to gricve that things fall out according to their 
Expectation :' For who wonders that Fruit is 
gathered when it is ripe, or that the Sickle is 
put to the Corn when the Harveſt is full-blown > 


But they had done us much Good, and would 
have done us much more: It may be ſo; but 


for all that, if we have not by the Innocence 


and if we do ſecure his Loye and Fayour, he 
is both able and willing to beſtow upon us in- 
deareſt Friends can do. For when our Father 
and Mother forſake us, or are taken from us 


dy Death, the Lord taleth us up. But we 


4... 
bd them, and were willing to have their 
Company longer: Do we then grudge at their 
Happineſs, who arc united to the City of the 
kuing Gad, the heavenly Feruſalem, and to an 
innumerable Company of Angels, to the gene- 
ral Imi and Church of the Firſt-born, which 
are written in Heaven, and to God the Fudge 
of all, and to the Spirits of juſt Men made 
perfett? Do we grudge them the Enjoyment 
of God, the Beſt and Wiſeſt Being; and the So- 
cicty of the moſt bleſſed and glorious Spirits? 
This were a ſtrange fort of Love, it deſerves 
another Name, to deſire that they, without us, 
ſhould not be made perfect. 

Aub, It ſhould arm us againſt the Evils and 
Troubles of this World. Theſe arc undoubt- 
edly very great and many, but certainly they 
wou'd loſe much of their Sting, and not afflict 
us ſo ſenſibly, if we did but often conſider that 
they can only reach our frail periſhing Body; 
and that too will by Death be ſoon removed 
out of their Reach; bur they affect not the Soul, 
that immortal and better part of us. Let nor 
then our Hearts be troubled ; for whatever ill 
Ufage we may meet with from a wicked and ill. 
naturd World, the kinder Reception we ſhall 

find at our Father's Houſe, where there are many 
Manſions, and Degrees of Glory to reward our 


Service 


from the Happineſs of Heaven by the Voice of 


BRYETEAPRORMPNTR PRAYA TN YT EONS 


(i) 

Service and Suffering for his ſake; and yet the 

greateſt Sufferings of this Life are not worthy 

to be compar d with the Glory that ſhall be re- 
sthly and Lay, This ſhould reconcile us to 


our own Death. Death is the King of Terrors 
indeed ; and wicked Men are not only excluded 


without Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee him; but 
are from the Temper of their Minds, utterly 
incapable of it. They have no more Notion 
and Reliſh of the Delights of thar Place, than 
a blind Man hath of Colours, or a deaf Man 
of theChatms of Muſick. Bur then as for good 


| Men, whoſe Conſciences are free from Guilt, 


or clear'd from it by Repentance, and whoſe 
Minds are cafy, and have Peace thro Faith in 


_ the Blood Jaſus Chrift, which cleanſeth 
from all Sz; They, methinks, ſhould with 


the Eagerneſs of an Exile, who has been long 
abſent from his native Countrey, deſire to re- 
turn, and be made free of that City which hath 
Foundations, whoſe Builder and Maker is God. 
For tho Good Men in this Life have ſome Rays 
of heavenly Light ſhining into their Soul, and 
by frequent Intercourſe and Communion with 
God by Prayer and holy Duries, have ſome Fore- 
1 7 9 55 D taſtes 


(18) 
taſtes of the Joys of the other; yet theſe, m- 
paratively ſpeaking, are fo ſmall and imperſect, 
when conſider d with that Flood of Divine Light 
and Joy which ſhall pour into the Soul as ſoon 
as ſhe enters into Heaven, that the Apoſtle ſays, 
2 Cor. v. 6. While we are at home, or rather, 
while we ſojourn, in the Body, we are abſent 
from the Lord. And on the other hand, to 
xeconcile us to the Thoughts of our own Death, 
ud to make it more cafy tous; Me know, fays 
an Houſe not made with Hands, eternal in the 
| Heavens, Where the Apoſtle calls our Body 


had a great while to ſtay in it, he doth, by way 


of Correttion of himſelf, add, that it is bur a | 
Tabernacle, or moving Tent; in Alluſion to 


the Tabernacles of the Fews, which were lia- 
ble to be ſet up and taken down at Pleaſure ; i i. e. 
our Body is frail, brittle and periſhing, in a 
continual Decay, and from many Accidents 
without, and Diſtempers within, liable to be 
then would wiſh to live in this crazy, infirm, 
earthly Houſe, when he may live in the Free- 
dom and Delights of a Palace? And Heaven ſure 


isrhe moſt rich and delightſome Palace. It is a 
Ty Building | 


an earthly Houſe; but left we ſhould think we 


| God; excellent and durable, eternal and glo- 


F 8 AAA FSA 


Obedience to his Goſpel: For he is the Aw- 


(19) 


Building of God, and therefore, the mol en 


 rions Workmanſhip. It is a» Houſe not made 
_ with Hinds, not ſuch as thoſe are which are 


framed by the Workmanſhip of human Skilt 
and Induſtry, but is the immediate Work of 


rious. Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, 
neither hath it enter d into the Heart of 


Men to conceive the things which God hath 


prepared for thoſe that love him. We 


cannot poſſibly frame to our ſelves any to- 
lerable Ideas of the Happineſs of Heaven; 


but we know in general, that it is to enjoy 


God, the beſt, and moſt wiſe and perfect Being, 
and the Society of holy, and wiſe, and - bleſſed 
Spirits, who inceſſantly admire, and love, and 
praiſe God for their Happineſs, and ſing Hal- 
lelujahs to the Lamb, who has purchas'd it for 
them. To conclude then, if we hope to ar- 
rive at this glorious and bleſſed Place, and to 
de united to this delightful and happy Society, 
we mulſt be ſure to qualify our ſelves for it, by 
a true Faith in our Saviour Chrift, and fingere 


thor of Salvation to them only that obey him, 
And if, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, we would ſee 
him as he is, and live forever in his blefſed 
Preſence, we muſt endeayour to reſemble God 
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in the Holine and Purity, the Mercy and = 


Goodneſs of his Divine Nature. We muſt en- 


with him by Prayer and holy Dutics, and be 
rich in good Works: For if during our abode 
in this World, we heve our Converſation in 
Heaven, we may humbly hope to be accounted 
worthy of the firſt Reſurrection to the immuta- 
ble Joys of that bleſſed Place, from whence we 
look for our Sgviour, the Lord Jeſus Chrift, 
who ſhall change our vile Body, that it may 
be faſhioned like unto his glorious Body, ac- 
cording to the working, whereby he is able even 
to ſubdue all things unto himſelf. Phil. iii. 


20, 21. 


I have now done with the Doctrinal Part 
of my Text; but muſt not cloſe my Dif. 
courſe, without doing Juſtice to the Memory of 
our Excellent Friend, who was the mournful 
Occaſion of it: A Friend, of whom I may 
venture to affirm, after a happy Acquaintance 
with him of many Years ſtanding, that conſi- 
dering he was a Private, I ought to have faid a 


Public, Perſon, (for I am ſure in his Station he 


was a Public Good) no Man could live more 
yniverſally below d, or die more truly lamented. 


as 
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| But that you may have a more perfect Idea of 
him, it may be proper a while to recount ſome 


of thoſc ſhining Qualitics and Characters which 


diſtinguiſh and form a Man for a Pablic Good. 

Is it to be adorn d with good intellectual En- 
dowments? He had fo large a Share of them, 
that I am bold to affirm, he might have been 
eminently uſeful in a much higher Station, if 
the Providence of God had plac'd him in it. 

Is it to ſhew an unblemiſh'd Strictneſs of Mo- 
rals? To be a Lover of Juſtice, and true to ones 
Word, and faithful in ones Commerce and 
Dealings with other Men? Or laſtly, Is it to be 
a true Chriſtian, a devout Worſhiper of Jeſus, 


and a Lover of good Men! Is it to be eminent 


for Humility, and Devotion, and an univerſal 
Charity, and upon all Occaſions to ſhew a true 
Chriſtian Sweetneſs and Benignity of Temper > 
Theſe Excellencies were fo remarkably His, 
that few, very few, come up to him; Iwiſh 
all would equal, but I doubt none will ever ou 
ſhine, him. 
Confidcr hina in his refpeſtive Relations, and 
all that knew him muſt acknowledge he was a 
dutiful Son, a tender and obliging Husband, an 
affectionate Father, aprudent, careful, and kind 
Maſter, and a moſt hearty Friend; for the 
Friendſhips he profeſs d he always made good. 

Of 


is) 


. we know there are many 


Proſperity runs high; to be a Friend to Mens 


baſc as it is common: Zut to be a Friend to Mens 
Perfons, when all others forſake them; to be 
fo, when their Fortunes are diſtreſſed, their 
Conduct blam'd, perhaps their Integrity que- 
ſtiom d, and when all human Succours fail, nay, 


when Heaven it ſelf ſeems to fail them; to be 


a Friend at ſuch a time is a Virtue not common 
indeed, but heroic, and divine: And this Virtue 
he would practice as cheerfully as any Man liv- 
ing, towards any worthy, tho diſtreſſed, unfor- 
tunate Fricnd. We 

Such a pious, diſintereſted Zeal, ſuch a Con- 
ſtancy of Affection did he likewiſe expreſs to- 
wards his holy Mother the Church of England, 


at a time when it was almoſt an Inzquzty to do 


fo: At a time, when among all Her Lovers 
She had few to comfort Her, and when many 


of Her Friends had dealt ee with | 


Her, and were become Her Enemies: Nay, at 


a time when many of thoſe Sons whom She had 


nouriſ d with Her Breaſts, and who daily eat 
of Her Bread had moſt unworthily Aft up their 
Heel GFR Her. 


h It 


Degrees. To be a Friend when the Stream of 


Grandeur, or Wealth, or Power is a Practice as 


— oo 
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It was his Happineſs inderd to have been 
educated in the Boſom of our Church; but 
fo judicious, uſeful and hearty a Friend was an 
Ornament to her: For his Religion was his 
Choice, not the undeſerving Effect of Educa 
tion and Cuftom : No, he ſtrictly examin d in- 
to the Loyalty of Her Principles, the Simpli- 

Her in all things conformable to Holy Scrip- "3 
ture, and his own Wiſhes, he heartily embrac'd 13 
Her Communion, and preferred Her in his Judg- 
ment before all the Churches in the World. 
And he took the trueſt way to convince us that 
he did ſo; for he usd Her admirable Liturgy in 
his private Family, and daily attended Her pub- 
lic Devotions; was: frequent at Her Altars, and 
devout at Worſhip. Beſides, he had learnt to 
expreſs his Faith by being rich in good Works, 
and, as he had o did Good unto 
all Men. 

But above all, ane e 
the Miniſters of this excellent Church; and for 
the ſake of Jeſus, whoſe Miniſters they are, did 
them many good Services. I were unjuſt to his 
| Memory if I ſhould not fay, that for the fake 
olf this Jeſus, my ſelf receivd a great Share of 
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04 | 
Offices thereof, we may cafily diſcern the Great- 
neſs of the Loſs that we ſuffer; think, all ſuffer 
3 in kis Death. 
Farewel then, Holy and Pious Soul, farewel. 
bring in the filent Grave, the Land where all 
things are forgotten: But we will not loſe the 


very ſoon, I hope we ſhall never, forget thy 
-amiable Idea, excellent good Man! 

- Imight with Eaſe have enlarg d on the Cha- 
rafter of this worthy perſon, but my Deſign was 
not to make Encomiums on the Dead, but to 
admoniſh the Living; to admoniſh them of 
the Shortneſs and Uncertainty of Life, and the 
pious Uſe that may be made of it: Nay, to ad- 
Moniſh them, even by this Rough-dranght of 
our dear deceas d Friend, to practiſe thoſe truly 
Chriſtian Virtues, which will make them a Bleſ- 
fingtothis World, and Bleſſed in the other. 
Ba-uffer me then to remind you, that you muſt 
tranſcribe him in your Actions; you muſt imi- 
tate his holy and exemplary, his innocent and 
uſeful Life, if you would inherit the ſame Joy 
after Death. It matters little that we wear pet- 
haps a Locket or a Ring, in Memory of our 


— 


Memory of thy virtuous Deeds; we will not 


t. 


=y 
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yirtuous deeeas'd Friends, if we forger this our 
Duty of Imitation. The Praftice ' indeed is 
commendable in its ſelf, becauſe it has a Shew 
of Affection; but to imitate the Goodneſs of 
their Lives, is undoubtedly the beſt Compli- 
ment to them, and the only way for our ſelves 
to be happy both in this and the other World. 
Let us then frequently pray with the devout 
Pfalmiſt, S teach us, O Lord, to number our 
Days, that we apply our Hearts unto 
Wiſdom: And grant that we may ſo faithfully 
ſerve thee in this Life, that we, with all thoſe 
that are departed in the true Faith of thy holy 
Name, may have our perfect Conſummation 
and Bliſs, both in Body and Soul, in thy eter- 
nal and eycrlaſting Glory, thro' Feſis Chrift 
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